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KALGOORLIE ELECTORATE, BROKEN PROMISES 
Grievance 

MR BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [9.11 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Premier.  Although it is not my intention 
to hold up the Premier for any length of time, my grievance must be directed to him because it involves a host of 
broken promises made by just about every member of the frontbench to my electorate of Kalgoorlie. 

I will start with the issue of the golf course.  It is unfortunate that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is 
not here to listen to this. 

Mr Barnett:  It is too early in the morning for her. 

Mr BIRNEY:  Yes, it is far too early.  I was going to say to the minister that my mother was very upset by the 
name she called me yesterday in question time. 

I have some information for the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and I will take members back in time to 
when the previous Government guaranteed a 36-hole grass golf course in Kalgoorlie-Boulder to be funded 
through LandCorp.  At 30 June last year, LandCorp had $64 million in the bank and under our Government, 
LandCorp was to fund the grass golf course and recoup its funding by developing some of the land that the two 
existing golf courses were to vacate.  A total of 2 000 blocks of land are involved in this development, and at an 
average price of $70 000 per block, that equals a gross income of some $140 million for the State.  What 
happened?  In this case, the Cabinet pranced into town and the first announcement it made was that the previous 
Government did not leave any money in the budget for the grass golf course.  The money was never coming 
from the budget; it was to come from LandCorp’s bank account, and the Liberal Government had guaranteed 
that.  The minister then came up with the cock and bull story that, “We have got absolutely no faith in 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder and we are only going to sell about five or six blocks a year.  As a result, this project is no 
longer viable.”  I tell the minister - I thank her for coming back into the House - that 2 000 blocks multiplied by 
$70 000 per block comes to $140 million.  This Government wants to commit only $5 million out of that 
$140 million - it is an absolute disgrace. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr BIRNEY:  I will move on to the mounted police unit.  For the information of members of the vegie patch I 
will hold up a document because they might not have seen it.  This is Labor’s “Working for the Goldfields” 
policy. 

The eighth initiative says that the Labor Party will establish a permanent mounted police unit in Kalgoorlie-
Boulder involving two officers and four horses.  What happened when the Cabinet came to town?  The Minister 
for Police said, “For the immediate future, the permanent home of the mounted police unit will be in Perth.”  
What is this all about?  It is absolutely breathtaking.  Most political parties try to fudge the fact that they have 
gone back on their promises or whatever the case may be, but not this party.  It just says, “You are not going to 
have it!”  The minister says, “I have spoken to the commissioner and we have decided that the money would be 
better spent somewhere else.”  It is unbelievable. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr BIRNEY:  What about the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital?  The previous Minister for Health guaranteed 
$14 million to upgrade the Kalgoorlie Regional Hospital.  This money was to go towards a new admissions area, 
a medical imaging unit and a children’s ward.  The State Cabinet came to town and what did the Minister for 
Health do?  The chairwoman of the Northern Goldfields Health Service said, “The visit to the goldfields by the 
health minister has failed to give any certainty to the next two stages of the hospital.”  This is unbelievable.  The 
initial sum was $14 million, of which $6 million was spent by election day, so $8 million was left in the budget.   
I am quite sure this Government has gobbled up that $8 million for something in Perth. 

While I am on the subject of health I will refer to the issue of men’s health.  The ninth initiative in the “Working 
for the Goldfields” policy says quite clearly that the Labor Party will - 

Establish a men’s health service in Kalgoorlie-Boulder at a cost of $200 000. 

What did the minister say when he pranced into town with the Cabinet?  He said, “This money will not be spent 
unless there is a parallel grant from the federal Government.”  Well, minister, that was not stated in the policy.  I 
have turned the policy upside down and inside out and it does not say anything about a federal grant. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr BIRNEY:  What about native title?  Native title is the biggest single issue in my electorate of Kalgoorlie.  
The previous Premier (Hon Richard Court) did one of the best things I have seen him do; he challenged the 
Miriuwung-Gajerrong claim and won - it was unbelievable!  That told the people of Kalgoorlie that if they had a 
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mining lease that existed over the top of a pastoral lease that was enclosed or improved - which applies to about 
70 per cent of leases in my electorate - then native title would disappear.  Everybody was over the moon; we 
were so happy about that.  The Miriuwung-Gajerrong people then appealed the decision and everybody was left 
sitting on the edge of their chairs, waiting for the outcome.  Then we were hit with a bombshell by the current 
Premier.  He sent his lawyers out and instructed them to no longer challenge the facts of a claimant’s connection 
to the land and to take a less aggressive approach. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr BIRNEY:  This is the biggest single issue in Kalgoorlie and the Premier has sabotaged it. 

What about the Minister for State Development?  The sixth initiative in the “Working for the Goldfields” policy 
says very clearly that Labor will immediately double the number of staff in the Department of Minerals and 
Energy from 11 to 22.  I do not know what the minister’s definition of the word “immediately” is because we are 
five months into the Government’s term and the number of staff has not doubled.  Could the Premier please tell 
me: what is the point of this policy?  This Government is disgraceful, deceitful, mean and tricky. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr BIRNEY:  Yes, here is the Government’s policy; it is mean and tricky.  The Government promises voters the 
world and gives them nothing.  The Premier should not bring his Cabinet into my electorate again unless he 
intends to honour the promises in the “Working for the Goldfields” policy and intends to apologise to the people 
in my electorate. 

DR GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [9.18 am]:  I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for giving me the 
opportunity to talk about the achievements of my Government in his region in the short time that we have been 
in office. 

One of the first actions of my Government was to appoint ministers for all of the regions including a minister for 
the Goldfields-Esperance region.  Promise given; promise delivered.  We have also promised to have regional 
cabinet meetings.  A cabinet meeting has been held in Kalgoorlie already and members of the Cabinet were in 
Kalgoorlie and surrounding areas for two days during which time a number of meetings were held with key 
community and business representatives.  Promise given; promise delivered.  As the member for Kalgoorlie may 
also be aware, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure held a very productive road trade forum as she 
promised to do in the election campaign.  Promise given; promise delivered.  When we were in Kalgoorlie-
Boulder we also took the opportunity to make some significant announcements.  One was our commitment to a 
$75 million regional investment fund, and we have indicated how that fund will be structured and how it will 
work.  A very important issue for people in regional Western Australia generally, including the Goldfields-
Esperance region, that was addressed was the reintroduction of the uniform tariff policy for regional electricity 
consumers.  That policy was abandoned by the member for Kalgoorlie’s side of politics. 

Mr Barnett:  Your press release was a lie to small business. 

Dr GALLOP:  Listen to the Leader of the Opposition; he is a good one.  What did we do about that mistake?  We 
corrected it the next day.  We still have not had the corrections from the Leader of the Opposition.  Promises 
have been given and promises have been delivered.  While we were in Kalgoorlie we also made some very 
important funding commitments.  We presented the final $250 000 cheque to go towards the Australian 
Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame.  That was a commitment we gave and one that we delivered on.  We 
provided a one-off grant of $20 000 to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder food bank; a promise given in the election 
campaign and a promise delivered by the Government.  We also awarded $50 000 to establish a women’s 
transitional accommodation service for Kalgoorlie-Boulder and surrounding areas.  These are important social 
issues that we are delivering in government.  We have made a grant of $50 000 to employ a person in the 
Kalgoorlie Business Enterprise Centre to implement recommendations made in the business growth survey.  We 
have a memorandum of understanding between the State Government and the Goldfields Land Council, dated 6 
June 2001, that allows the Department of Conservation and Land Management and Aboriginal groups to 
recognise each others’ rights and work cooperatively together. 

The member for Kalgoorlie may not understand it, but native title is part of Australian law.  The implication is 
that we have to work together with our indigenous people, recognising their rights and progressing their people 
within our great Australian nation.  That is not something the member for Kalgoorlie understands, but it is 
something we understand and we will carry through. 

The first remote-community environmental health officer position outside of the Kimberley has been established 
in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder region.  The position is being administered by the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder and is 
an initiative of the Health Department’s $3 million commitment to Aboriginal environmental health programs. 

The sports lottery fund country package has provided -  
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Several members interjected. 

Dr GALLOP:  This is the people’s money.  It is not the Opposition’s money, it is not my money - it is the 
people’s money - and we are making sure it is spent properly.  

The sports lottery fund country package has provided grants to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Basketball Association, 
the Goldfields Disabled Sports Association and Tennis West.  I applaud the commitment by the member for Eyre 
towards sports in the Kalgoorlie region, and we look forward to working with him to promote those 
organisations even further. 

Some matters in our policy will be delivered over the four-year term of our budget -  

Mr Barnett interjected. 

Dr GALLOP:  Is the member saying that election commitments are not four-year commitments? 

Mr Barnett:  You are not keeping your commitments across a whole range of projects. 

Dr GALLOP:  What a ridiculous comment.  We have a budget that we are dealing with this year, and many of 
the issues that were in our policy relate to education, social and economic development, recreational issues, 
people with disabilities, some road issues which will be needed for the Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty 
Ltd realignment, and also men’s health.  We are considering all those issues in the context of the budget. 

The member for Kalgoorlie should be reminded that our commitment was to men’s health services.  We took up 
this issue.  The member’s predecessor made it a fundamental commitment of her presentation in this Parliament - 
we have followed that up - and we will be considering it in the context of the budget.  

For the next six months we have introduced mounted police patrols on a trial basis in Kalgoorlie, Albany, 
Bunbury and Geraldton.  At the completion of the trial period, consideration will be given to continuing the 
service next year. 

Mr Birney:  It says “permanent”! 

Dr GALLOP:  Did the member for Eyre see the horses in Kalgoorlie last week?  I certainly saw them. 

In relation to the golf course, our policy paper stated that a Labor Government will support, through LandCorp 
and the Department of Land Administration, the development of a grassed 18-hole golf course.  We gave that 
promise during the election and we are working on that promise.  It is not very easy.  As the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure has pointed out, the previous Government made a promise that it could not back up 
with the funds available.  That was demonstrated by the documents tabled in the Parliament yesterday which 
indicate that the previous Government was given advice that the money was not there for the promise it gave.  
We will deliver on that promise and we will work with the council in that area.  

The record of this Government in delivering promises in the Kalgoorlie-Boulder area in the short time that it has 
been in office has been very significant and indicates its commitment to that region.  We intend to continue to 
work with that region to bring about social improvement, to provide the economic infrastructure needed, and to 
make sure the environment in that area is properly protected. 

The SPEAKER:  As grievances are of short duration they are, in the main, very precise and do not require 
interjections.  When interjections are invited by colleagues and by the actual speaker, they will occur.  I suggest 
to members raising grievances that they be precise and do not invite interjections, which may reduce a member’s 
time and the capacity to get the message through. 
 


